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4.0 JOB CREATION AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT POLICY 

4.1 Introduction 

The Pan African Association of Recycling and Secondhand Textiles (PARST) is committed to 

fostering economic growth and employment opportunities within Africa's textile recycling sector. 

This policy outlines strategies to develop a robust framework for job creation, skill development, 

and entrepreneurship support, leveraging the potential of textile recycling to drive sustainable 

development. 

4.2 Objectives 

• Employment Generation: Create accessible and sustainable jobs in the textile recycling 

industry, particularly for women and youth. 

• Skill Development: Provide training programs to equip individuals with the necessary 

skills for employment and entrepreneurship in textile recycling and upcycling. 

• Entrepreneurship Support: Encourage and assist entrepreneurs in establishing and 

growing businesses within the textile recycling value chain. 

• Economic Growth: Stimulate local economies by developing a thriving textile recycling 

sector that contributes to GDP and community development. 

4.3 Employment Generation Strategies 

To harness the job creation potential of the secondhand clothing sector, PARST will: 

 

• Sector Expansion: Promote the growth of textile recycling enterprises, recognizing that 

each tonne of secondhand clothing imported can sustain approximately 6.5 jobs. 

 

humana.org 

 

• Inclusive Opportunities: Focus on creating jobs accessible to marginalized groups, 

including women and youth, ensuring equitable participation in the industry. 

• Collaboration with Stakeholders: Partner with governments, NGOs, and private sector 

entities to identify and develop employment opportunities within the textile recycling 

sector. 

4.4 Skill Development Programs 

 

Recognizing the importance of a skilled workforce, PARST will implement: 

 

• Training Workshops: Offer programs in areas such as textile sorting, upcycling, and 
sustainable fashion design to enhance employability. 

• Certification Courses: Develop accredited courses in collaboration with educational 

institutions to provide formal qualifications in textile recycling and related fields. 

https://www.humana.org/images/publications/job-creation.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


• On-the-Job Training: Facilitate apprenticeships and internships within established 

recycling enterprises to provide practical experience. 

• Community Education: Conduct awareness campaigns to inform communities about 

opportunities in textile recycling and the benefits of sustainable practices. 

4.5 Entrepreneurship Support Initiatives 

 

To foster innovation and business development, PARST will: 

 

• Business Incubation: Establish incubators that provide resources, mentorship, and 

networking opportunities for startups in the textile recycling sector. 

• Access to Finance: Collaborate with financial institutions to develop funding schemes, 

including microloans and grants, tailored for recycling enterprises. 

• Market Access Programs: Assist entrepreneurs in identifying and accessing local and 

international markets for recycled textile products. 

• Regulatory Support: Advocate for policies that create a conducive environment for 

small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the recycling industry. 

 

4.6 Economic Growth and Community Development 

 

PARST aims to integrate the textile recycling sector into broader economic development plans by: 

• Value Chain Development: Enhance all stages of the recycling process, from collection 

to processing and distribution, to maximize economic benefits. 

• Infrastructure Investment: Support the development of facilities and technologies that 

improve recycling efficiency and product quality. 

• Data Collection and Research: Conduct studies to measure the economic impact of 

textile recycling and identify areas for improvement and investment. 

• Community Engagement: Involve local communities in decision-making processes and 

ensure that the benefits of the recycling sector are equitably distributed. 

4.7 Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

To ensure the effectiveness of this policy, PARST will: 

• Set Performance Indicators: Establish metrics to assess job creation, business growth, 

and economic impact within the textile recycling sector. 

• Regular Reporting: Publish periodic reports detailing progress, challenges, and success 

stories to maintain transparency and inform stakeholders. 

• Feedback Mechanisms: Create channels for stakeholders to provide input on programs 

and policies, facilitating continuous improvement. 

4.8 Conclusion 



The Job Creation and Economic Empowerment Policy reflects PARST's commitment to 

leveraging the textile recycling sector as a catalyst for sustainable economic development in 

Africa. By focusing on employment generation, skill development, and entrepreneurship 

support, this policy aims to transform textile waste challenges into opportunities for prosperity 

and community advancement. 

 


