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7.0 SUSTAINABLE TEXTILE RECYCLING POLICY 

7.1 Introduction 

 

The Pan African Association of Recycling and Secondhand Textiles (PARST) is committed to 

promoting sustainable practices within the textile industry across Africa. This Sustainable Textile 

Recycling Policy outlines guidelines for the systematic collection, processing, and repurposing 

of used textiles to foster a circular economy, reduce environmental impact, and create economic 

opportunities. 

7.2 Objectives 

• Waste Reduction: Minimize textile waste sent to landfills and incinerators by enhancing 

recycling and reuse initiatives. 

• Resource Conservation: Preserve natural resources by encouraging the use of recycled 

materials in textile production. 

• Economic Development: Stimulate job creation and support local economies through the 

establishment of textile recycling infrastructure. 

• Environmental Protection: Mitigate the environmental impacts associated with textile 

waste, such as greenhouse gas emissions and pollution. 

7.3 Infrastructure Development 

 

To achieve these objectives, PARST will focus on the following infrastructure developments: 

• Collection Centers: Establish accessible and well-distributed textile collection centers in 

urban and rural areas to encourage public participation in recycling efforts. 

• Sorting Facilities: Develop facilities equipped to sort collected textiles based on material 

type, quality, and potential for reuse or recycling. 

• Processing Plants: Invest in advanced recycling technologies capable of converting 

sorted textiles into reusable fibers or other valuable products. 

• Logistics Network: Create an efficient transportation system to facilitate the movement 

of textiles from collection points to processing facilities. 

7.4 Incentives for Textile Donations 

Encouraging public and corporate participation is vital for the success of textile recycling 

initiatives. PARST proposes the following incentives: 

• Public Awareness Campaigns: Launch educational programs to inform communities 
about the benefits of textile recycling and how they can contribute. 

• Donation Rewards: Implement reward systems, such as discounts or vouchers, for 

individuals and organizations that donate textiles. 

• Partnerships with Retailers: Collaborate with clothing retailers to offer in-store 

collection points and incentives for customers who recycle textiles. 



• Corporate Engagement: Encourage businesses to participate through corporate 

social responsibility programs that support textile recycling efforts. 

 

7.5 Adoption of Advanced Recycling Technologies 

 

To enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of textile recycling, PARST will: 

 

• Research and Development: Invest in the development and adoption of 

innovative recycling technologies that can handle diverse textile materials. 

• Collaboration with Technology Providers: Partner with organizations 
specializing in recycling technologies to access state-of-the-art equipment and 

methodologies. 

• Training Programs: Offer training for workers to operate advanced recycling 

machinery and manage processing facilities effectively. 

• Quality Control Measures: Establish standards to ensure that recycled textiles 

meet industry quality requirements for various applications. 

 

7.6 Policy Implementation and Monitoring 

 

Effective implementation of this policy requires a structured approach: 

 

• Stakeholder Engagement: Involve government agencies, non-

governmental organizations, industry players, and communities in 

planning and execution. 

• Regulatory Framework: Advocate for policies that support textile recycling, 

such as extended producer responsibility and waste reduction mandates. 

• Monitoring and Evaluation: Regularly assess the performance of recycling 

programs and infrastructure, making adjustments as needed to achieve desired 
outcomes. 

• Reporting: Maintain transparency through periodic public reports on 

progress, challenges, and future plans. 

 

7.7 Conclusion 

 

The Sustainable Textile Recycling Policy of PARST aims to transform the textile industry in 

Africa by promoting circular economy principles. Through strategic infrastructure 

development, public engagement, technological innovation, and collaborative efforts, 

PARST is dedicated to reducing textile waste, conserving resources, and fostering 

sustainable economic growth. 
 


